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Migratory Game Bird Hunting S c h e d u l e
1981
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 
Augusta, Maine 04333
Glen H. Manuel 
Commissioner
J. William Peppard 
Deputy Commissioner
Howard E. Spencer, Jr. 
Migratory Bird 
Research Leader
MAINE WATERFOWL COUNCIL
F. Paul Frinsko, Chairman, Portland 
Douglas R. Jowett, Sanford 
Frederick P. Liberty, Westbrook 
Gene Letourneau, Waterville 
Asa O. Holmes, Belfast 
Edward Maxsimic, Bangor 
Woodrow Dunphy, Houlton 
Clinton B. Townsend, Skowhegan 
Peter F. McHugh, Jr., Standish
PHONE NUMBERS YOU MIGHT NEED
G A M E  W A R D E N  H E A D Q U A R T E R S
A s h la n d .............................4 35 -3 23 1  S t r o n g ..............................  7 7 8 -3 3 2 3
G re e n v i l le ........................ 6 9 5 -2 8 1 0  A u g u s ta ........................... 2 8 9 -2 1 7 5
E n f ie ld ..............................  7 3 2 -4 5 0 0  S c a rb o ro ........................... 8 8 3 -5 1 0 8
Machias.............................  2 5 5 -3 2 6 6
If  you  are unable to  locate a warden a t one o f the above headquarters, contact e ither the Fisheries and 
W ild life  D ep artm en t headquarters in Augusta (2 8 9 -2 7 6 6 ) or the  hearest S tate  Police Barracks.
R E G IO N A L  W IL D L IF E  B IO L O G IS T
4 35 -3 23 1  S t r o n g ..............................  7 7 8 -3 3 2 4
6 9 5 -2 8 1 0  A u g u s ta ...........................  2 8 9 -2 5 3 6
7 3 2 -4 5 0 0  S c a rb o ro ............................ 8 8 3 -5 1 0 7
2 5 5 -3 2 6 6  P a t t e n ............................... 528 -2251
U .S . F IS H  A N D  W IL D L IF E  S E R V IC E  
D IV IS IO N  O F  L A W  E N F O R C E M E N T  (M A IN E )
2 0 7 -6 22 -6 17 1  e x t. 224
S E L E C T E D  S E C T IO N S  O F  M A IN E  IN L A N D  F IS H E R IE S  A N D  W IL D L IF E  LA W S
T h e  provisions o f the fo llow ing  three paragraphs apply to  the waters o f the  Kennebec R iver, know n as 
M errym eeting  Bay, bounded as fo llows: F rom  the high tension wires at Chop's Point to  the  firs t dam on 
the Androscoggin R iver, to  the first road bridge on the  M u d d y , Cathance, Abbagadassett, and Eastern 
rivers and the R ichm ond-D resden bridge on the Kennebec R iver, being in the counties o f C um berland, 
Sagadahoc, and L incoln .
N o  artific ia l cover w hich is term ed stationary b lin d , or parts th ereo f, used fo r hunting purposes shall 
be le ft o r a llow ed to  rem ain in the waters o f M errym eeting  Bay between one hour a fte r legal shooting  
tim e  and one hour before legal shooting tim e.
N o duck decoys shall be a llow ed to  remain in the waters o f M errym eeting  Bay a t any tim e  during the  
perio d  fro m  one hour a fte r legal shooting tim e until one hour before legal shooting tim e.
N o  pow er boat m ay be operated in M errym eeting  Bay at a speed in excess o f 10 miles per hour except 
w ith in  the  confines o f the buoyed channels.
I t  is u n law fu l to  shoot, or shoot a t, o r near, any w ild fo w l decoy o f another person, w ith  a rifle , pistol, 
or shotgun w ith  a ball, slug, or buckshot. "N e a r"  means the area encompassed by the  set o f decoys and 
including the area 5 0  yards away from  the oute r perim ete r o f the set o f decoys.
i t  is un law fu l to  h u n t w ith  firearm s during the open season on deer (except when huntin g w ate rfo w l 
fro m  a boat or b lind  or in con jun ctio n  w ith  w ate rfo w l decoys) unless w earing an artic le  o f h u nter orange 
c lo th in g  w hich is good and serviceable co n d itio n  and w hich is visible fro m  all sides.
M IG R A T O R Y  G A M E  B IR D  R E G U L A T I O N S
In  accordance w ith  the Revised Statutes of 1 9 6 4 , T it le  12 , Sections 7001 and 7 4 5 6 , the fo llow ing  
regulations have been adopted , governing the law fu l hunting and possession o f m igratory  game birds. For 
the  purpose of this section, m igratory  game birds include and are lim ited  to  species in the  fo llow ing  fam i­
lies: 1. A natidae  (w ild  ducks, geese, and bran t); 2 . R allidae (rails, coots, and gallinules); and 3. Scolopaci- 
dae (w oo dco ck and snipe). Except as expressly provided in these regulations, it  shall be un law fu l to  hunt, 
cap ture, k ill, take , possess, transport, b u y , or sell any m igratory game bird  or part th ereof.
1. H U N T IN G  M E T H O D S
It  shall be law fu l to  h u n t m igratory game birds by the aid of dogs, a rtific ia l decoys, m anually or 
m o uth -op erated  bird calls, w ith  longbow  and a rro w , or by the practice of fa lconry , or w ith  shotgun (not 
larger than No. 10  gauge and incapable o f holding m ore than three shells) fired  fro m  the shoulder. Every 
other m ethod is un law fu l.
I t  shall be law fu l to  hu n t m igratory  game birds fro m  floating  cra ft (except a s in kb o x), including those 
capable of being propelled by m o to r, sail and w in d , or b o th , only  when (1 ) the m o to r of such cra ft has 
been co m p lete ly  shut o ff  an d /o r the sails fu rle d , as the case may be, and (2 ) the progress or m o tion  o f the 
c ra ft in the w ate r has ceased and the cra ft is d riftin g , beached, m o ored , resting a t anchor, or is being 
propelled solely by paddle, oars, o r pole.
It  shall be law fu l to  use a m o to r or sail on a c ra ft as a means o f retrieving or picking up dead or injured  
birds.
A ll m igratory  game birds, including w ate rfo w l, may be taken on or over standing crops (including  
aquatics), flo o d ed  standing crops, flooded  harvested crop lands, grain crops prop erly  shocked on the field  
where grow n, or grains fo u n d  scattered solely as a result o f norm al agricultural p lanting or harvesting and 
in a d d itio n , all m igratory game birds, except w a te rfo w l, may be taken  on or over lands w here shelled, 
shucked, or unshucked corn, w heat o r o ther grain, salt or o ther feed has been d istributed or scattered  
solely as a result o f valid  agricultural operations or procedures.
2 . T R A N S P O R T A T IO N
A n y  person, w ith o u t a p erm it, m ay transport la w fu lly  k illed and possessed m igratory game birds in to , 
w ith in , or o u t o f any S tate , or exp o rt such birds to  a foreign co u n try  during and a fte r the open seasons in 
the State w here taken , subject to  the conditions and restrictions specified in this part.
If  such birds are dressed, one fu lly  feathered w ing must remain attached to  each b ird  so as to  perm it 
species id e n tifica tio n  w hile  being transported between the place where taken and the  personal abode of 
the possessor or between the place where taken and a com m ercial preservation fac ility .
A n y  package or container in w hich such birds are transported shall have the name and address of the  
shipper and o f the  consignee and an accurate s tatem ent of the num bers and kinds o f birds contained  
therein  clearly and conspicuously m arked on the outside th ereof.
3 . P O S SE S SIO N  F O R  T H E  P U R PO SE  O F  P R O C E S S IN G , T R A N S P O R T A T IO N , O R  S T O R A G E
No hunter who legally takes and possesses any migratory game birds shall place or leave any such birds
in the custody o f any o th er person fo r p icking , cleaning, processing, shipping, tran sporta tion , or storage 
(includ ing tem porary  storage) unless such birds have a tag attached signed by the h u nter stating his 
address, the to ta l num ber and kinds o f birds, and the date such birds were k illed .
N o person m ay receive or have in custody any m igratory  game birds belonging to  another person 
unless such birds are tagged as provided above.
No hunter w ho legally takes and possesses any m igratory game birds shall place or leave such birds at 
any place fo r storage (inc lud ing  tem p o rary  storage) o th er than a t his personal abode unless such birds are 
tagged as provided above. Legally possessed m igratory game birds being transported in any vehicle as the  
personal baggage o f the possessor shall n o t be deem ed to  be in storage or tem p o rary  storage.
A n y  com m ercial p icking establishm ent or cold-storage or locker p lan t receiving, possessing, o r having 
in custody any m igratory game birds shall m ain ta in  accurate records showing the num bers and kinds of 
such birds, the dates received and disposed o f, and the names and addresses o f the persons fro m  w hom  
such birds were received and to  w h o m  such birds were delivered. T h e  records required to  be m aintained  
shall be retained by the person or persons responsible fo r th e ir p reparation and m aintenance fo r  a period  
of 1 year fo llo w in g  the close o f the open season on m igratory game birds prescribed fo r  the  S tate  in w hich  
such p icking establishm ent or cold-storage or locker p lan t is located.
4 . T E R M IN A T IO N  O F  P O S SE S SIO N
For the purposes of this p art, the possession o f birds legally taken by any h u nter shall be deemed to  
have ceased when such birds have been delivered by h im  to  another person as a g ift; or have been 
delivered by h im  to  a post o ffic e , a com m on carrier, o r a com m ercia l cold-storage or locker p lan t fo r 
transporta tion  by the postal service or a com m on carrier to  some person o ther than th e  hunter.
5 . W O U N D E D  L IV E  M IG R A T O R Y  G A M E  B IR D S
Every m igratory game b ird  w ounded by huntin g and reduced to  possession by the h u nter shall be 
im m ed iate ly  k illed  and become a part of the da ily  bag lim it.
6 . P O S SE S SIO N  O F  P L U M A G E
A n y  person, w ith o u t a p erm it, may possess and transport fo r  his ow n use the plumage and skins of 
la w fu lly  taken m igratory game birds.
7 . W A N T O N  W A S T E  O F M IG R A T O R Y  G A M E  B IR D S
N o person shall k ill or cripp le  any m igratory game bird pursuant to  this regulation w ith o u t any visible 
means to  retrieve and w ith o u t m aking a reasonable e ffo r t to  retrieve the  b ird  and include it  in his daily  
bag lim it. The  shooting of cripp led w ate rfo w l fro m  a m o to rb o a t under pow er w ill be perm itted  on those 
coastal waters and all waters o f rivers and streams lying seaward fro m  the firs t upstream bridge.
8 . O P E N  S E A S O N S , L IM IT S , A N D  O T H E R  P R O V IS IO N S
M igratory  game birds m ay be taken only in accordance w ith  the  open seasons, the daily  bag lim its , 
possession lim its , and w ith in  the shooting hours as stated herein.
N o person m ay take in any one day m ore than the daily  bag lim it  or aggregate daily  bag lim it, 
w hichever applies. N o person may possess more birds law fu lly  taken than the possession lim it or the 
aggregate possession lim it, w hichever applies. N o person on the opening day of the season may possess 
any m igratory  game birds in excess o f the daily  bag lim it  or aggregate da ily  bag lim it, w hichever applies, 
and no person may possess any freshly k illed  m igratory game birds during the  closed season.
A s h la n d  . 
G re e n v ille  
E n f ie ld  . . 
M achias. .
SEASONS L IM IT S
S P E C I E S  A N D  A R E A FIRST DAY FINAL DAY D AILY BAG P O S S E S S I O N
SEA DUCKS (Scoter or sea coot. 
Eider, and Old Squaw)
1 Oct. 15 Jan. 7 14
In the Aggregate
MERGANSERS SAME AS "OTHER  
DUCKS"BELOW
5 10 
See L IM IT  NOTES
AMERICAN COOTS (or Mudhens) 15 30
OTHER DUCKS
NORTH ZONE 1 Oct. 19 Nov.
4 8 
See L IM IT  NOTES
SOUTH ZONE 1 Oct. 
17 Nov.
17 Oct. 
19 Dec.
L IM IT  NOTES:
BLACK DUCKS AND WOOD DUCKS: Taking more than two of either of these species in 
any one day is unlawful. Having in possession more than four black ducks or four wood 
ducks is unlawful; you may have four of each, which would constitute the possession limit 
of eight.
REDHEADS AND CANVASBACKS: Taking more than two redheads, or one redhead and 
one canvasback, in any one day is unlawful. Possession of more than two redheads and one 
canvasback is unlawful.
M E R G A N S E R S :  Taking more than 1 hooded merganser in any one day is unlawful. Posses­
sing more than two hooded mergansers is unlawful. (Merganswers may be taken in addition 
to the limits listed above for "other ducks.")
S E A  D U C K S :  Limits listed at the top of this column are in addition to the limits listed for 
"other ducks."
CANADA GEESE 1 Oct. 9 Dec. 3 6
SNOW GEESE (including 
Blue Geese) 1 Oct. 29 Dec. 4 8
BRANT 1 Oct. 30 Oct. 2 4
WOODCOCK 25 Sep. 28 Nov. 5 10
WILSON'S SNIPE 1 Sep. 15 Dec. 8 16
RAILS (Sora and Virginia) 1 Sep. 7 Nov. 25 25
GALLINULES 1 Sep. 7 Nov. 15 30
CROWS 14 Mar. 16 Jul.
30 Apr. 
29 Sep. NO LIMITS
BONUS SEASONS: During the first nine days of the regular duck season in both zones, 
two blue-winged teal or two green-winged teal or one of each (possession: four, singly or in 
the aggregate) may be taken daily in addition to the regular daily limit on ducks. Also in 
addition to the daily bag limit on ducks, two scaup (possession: four) may be taken daily 
during the regular duck season in coastal waters and the waters of rivers and streams seaward 
from the first upstream bridge — except on the Androscoggin River, where the boundary is 
the Topsham-Brunswick bridge. The scaup bonus also applies to all tidal waters bounded by 
state highways 182 and 200 north of U.S. Highway 1 in Hancock County.
S H O O T I N G  H O U R S :  Shooting hours on migratory game birds are from 'A  hour before 
sunrise to sunset.
N O R T H  A N D  S O U T H  Z O N E S  D E F I N E D :  The NORTH ZONE for waterfowl hunting is 
Wildlife Management Units 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5, being that area of the State of Maine lying 
northerly of a line formed by and including the townships of Parsonsfield, Cornish, Hiram, 
Denmark, Bridgton, Harrison, Otisfield, Oxford, Hebron, Buckfield, Hartford, Canton, Jay, 
Chesterville, New Sharon, Mercer, Smithfield, Fairfield, Clinton, Burnham, Troy, Dixmont, 
Newburgh, Hampden, Orrington, Holden, Clifton, Amherst, Aurora, T28MD, Devereaux, 
T30MD, T31MD, T26ED, Crawford, Alexander, and Baileyville.
The SOUTH ZONE is Wildlife Management Units 6, 7 and 8, being that area lying 
southerly of the line described above.
S T E E L  S H O T :  Maine's s t a t e  regulation on steel shot has been repealed this year, but 
hunters are advised to check for the possibility of a similar regulation which may be im­
posed by the federal government.
D U CK STAM P
Federal law provides that no person who has attained the age of 16 years shall take any 
migratory waterfowl (wild ducks, geese, or brant) unless he has on his person an unexpired 
federal migratory bird hunting stamp ("duck stamp") validated by his signature written 
across the face of the stamp in ink.
M IG R A T O R Y  B IR D  H U N TE R 'S  T IM E  A N D  T ID E  TA B LE  -  1981
L E G A L  L E G A L  L E G A L
T I M E S *  T I D E S  T I M E S *  T I D E S  T I M E S *  T I D E S
O p e n C l o s e H i g h L o w O p e n C l o s e H i g h L o w O p e n C l o s e H i g h L o w
S e p 21 6 :01 6 :4 2 5 :5 8 P 11:3 6 A 26 5:38 4 :47 1 0 :0 2 A 4 :1 3 P 28 6 :2 0 4 :14 11:52A 6 :1 7 P
22 6 :02 6 :39 6 :4 6 A 12:49P 27 5:40 4 :46 1 0 :2 8 A 4 :5 3 P 30 6 :2 2 4 :13 1:06P 6 :5 7  A
23 6 :02 6 :39 7:55 A 2 :00P 28 5:41 4 :44 1 1 :1 2 A 5 :28P
24 6:04 6 :3 7 8 :59  A 3 :0 1 P 29 5:42 4 :43 11:44A 5 :37  A D e c  1 6 :24 4 :12 1 :45P 7 :3 4 A
25 6 :04 6 :36 9 :5 4 A 3 :5 9 P 30 5:43 4 :42 6 :0 9  A 12:17P 2 6:24 4 :12 2 :30P 8 :20  A
26 6:06 6 :34 1 0 :4 2 A 4 :4 7 P 31 5:44 4 :41 12:54P 6 :44  A 3 6 :25 4 :12 3 :2 0 P 9 :1 1 A
28 6 :08 6 :3 0 12:04P 6 :1 2 P 4 6:26 4 :12 4 :1 6 P 10:07A
29 6 :09 6 :28 12:42P 6 :3 2  A N o v  2 5 :47 4 :38 2 :13P 8 :0 5 A 5 6:26 4 :12 5 :1 6 P 11:07A
30 6 :1 0 6 :26 1 :14P 7 :0 5 A 3 5:51 4 :34 2 :59P 8 :50  A 7 6 :28 4 :12 6 :5 0  A 1 :08P
4 5:51 4 :34 3 :55P 9 :4 3 A 8 6:29 4 :1 2 7 :45  A 2 :07P
O c t 1 6 :1 2 6 :24 1 :49P 7:41 A 5 5:51 4 :34 4 :5 5 P 1 0 :4 2 A 9 6 :30 4 :11 8 :3 6 A 3 :02P
2 6 :1 2 6 :24 2 :26P 8 :17  A 6 5:52 4 :33 5 :4 1 A 1 1 :4 2 A 10 6 :32 4:11 9 :2 9 A 3 :55P
3 6 :13 6 :23 3 :0 6 P 8 :55  A 7 5 :53 4 :35 6 :3 7  A 12:42P 11 6 :32 4 :11 10:22A 4 :4 8 P
5 6 :1 5 6 :2 0 4 :43P 1 0 :2 8 A 9 5:56 4 :29 8 :1 7 A 2 :33P 12 6 :33 4:11 1 1 :14A 5 :41P
6 6 :16 6 :1 8 5 :38P 11:2 5 A 10 5:57 4 :28 9 :0 5 A 3 :23P 14 6 :33 4 :12 1 :01P 6 :4 6 A
7 6 :16 6 :1 8 6 :2 5 A 12:25P 11 5:58 4 :27 9 :5 2 A 4 :14P 15 6:34 4 :12 1 :57P 7:42 A
8 6 :1 7 6 :16 7 :2 5 A 1 :25P 12 6 :0 0 4 :26 1 0 :4 2 A 5 :04P 16 6 :35 4 :12 2 :57P 8 :43  A
9 6 :18 6 :15 8 :1 9  A 2 :20P 13 6 :02 4 :25 1 1 :3 0 A 5 :55P 17 6:36 4 :12 3 :5 7 P 9-.45A
10 6 :19 6 :14 9 :07  A 3 :1 2 P 14 6 :02 4 :24 12:22P 6 :0 8 A 18 6 :3 7 4 :13 5 :0 3 P 10:52A
12 6 :2 2 6 :11 1 0 :3 7 A 4 :4 8 P 16 6 :05 4 :2 2 2 :13P 7:59  A 19 6 :38 4 :13 6 :0 7 P 11:5 7 A
13 6 :23 6 :08 1 1 :2 1 A 5 :35P 17 6:06 4:21 3 :1 7 P 9 :0 3 A 21 6 :39 4 :14 7 :33  A 1 :54P
14 6 :24 6 :06 12:05P 6 :2 2 P 18 6 :0 7 4:21 4 :2 3 P 1 0 :1 0 A 22 6 :4 0 4:14 8:21 A 2 :44P
15 6 :2 5 6 :05 12:53P 6 :4 0  A 19 6 :08 4:2Q 5 :3 3 P l l i l 9 A ___ 23, 6 :4 0 4 :14 9 :0 4 A 3 :27P
16 6:26 6 :0 2 1 :41P 7:28  A 20 6 :1 0 4 :19 6 :18  A 12-.29P 24 6 :42 4 :16 9 :44  A 4 :0 8 P
17 6:26 6 :0 2 2 :34P 8 :1 8 A 21 6:11 4 :18 7:16 A 1 :32P 25 6 :42 4 :16 10:20A 4 :4 5 P
19 6 :3 0 5 :58 4 :33P 1 0 :1 7 A 23 6 :13 4 :17 8 :5 4 A 3 :10P 26 6 :42 4 :16 1 0 :5 6 A 5 :2 0 P
20 6 :32 5 :55 5 :4 2 P 11:2 5 A 24 6 :15 4 :16 9 :3 4 A 3 :5 2 P 28 6 :42 4 :17 12:05P 5 :5 6 A
21 6 :3 2 5 :55 6 :3 4 A 12:39P 25 6:16 4 :15 1 0 :1 0 A 4 :3 1 P 29 6 :42 4 :17 12:41P 6 :3 3  A
22 6:33 5 :53 7 :4 2 A 1:48P 26 6 :18 4 :14 1 0 :4 5 A 5 :0 6 P 30 6 :4 2 4 :17 1:23P 7 :1 3 A
23 6 :35 5 :52 8 :43  A 2 :49P 27 6 :19 4 :14 1 1 :1 9 A 5 :4 1 P 31 6 :4 2 4 :18 2 :04P 7 :55  A
24 6:36 5 :50 9 :3 6 A 3 :45P
♦All times listed through October 24 are Eastern Daylight Time; after that date, they are 
Eastern Standard Time. Times listed are legal shooting hours for migratory game birds -  
Va hour before sunrise to sunset except as noted below.
TIDE CONVERSIONS: Tide information listed is for PORTLAND. For Merrymeeting Bay 
(Richmond), add 2 hrs. 48 minutes for high tide; for Jonesport, subtract 23 minutes; for 
Bath, add 1 hr. 1 minute; for Rockland, subtract 16 minutes; for Waldoboro, subtract 16 
minutes.
